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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Crown Estate Scotland 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Crown Estate Scotland welcomes the principles for resilient recovery proposed by the UK 
Committee on Climate Change and supports the principles of sustainable development set 
out in the annex of this call for views. 

Crown Estate Scotland has a duty to further sustainable development (defined in Section 7 
of the Scottish Crown Estate Act). We are committed to making a meaningful contribution to 
sustainable development linked to the Scottish Crown Estate and have outlined actions in 
our Corporate Plan 2020 - 2023 that seek to deliver economic development, regeneration, 
social wellbeing and environmental wellbeing.  

In the ‘General Response’ section below, we have highlighted themes and actions included 
in our Corporate Plan that align with the principles for resilient recovery proposed by the UK 
Committee on Climate Change to demonstrate the role Crown Estate Scotland can play in a 
green, just and resilient recovery for Scotland. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

In the ‘General Response’ section below, we have included key activity Crown Estate 
Scotland can lead on and participate in to tackle barriers to delivering a green recovery.  

Crown Estate Scotland’s Strategic Framework (detailed in our Corporate Plan) describes the 
‘Enabler’ role the organisation plays. This role focuses on empowering others and helping 
address barriers to sector growth.  

In our Corporate Plan we commit to addressing sector-wide barriers (for example: radar, grid 
and consenting) to further offshore wind investment during the period 2020-2023. We 
consider tackling barriers associated with this sector as key to ensuring Scotland’s net zero 
targets can be met and now even more relevant to deliver a green recovery. See ‘General 
Response’ for further detail on current and planned activities we are involved in to help 
address barriers in the offshore wind sector.  

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

The principles for resilient recovery proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change 
provide a framework for identifying policies and actions to deliver a green recovery across 
sectors and communities.  

You will see in the detail below that we have identified a range of activities across a variety 
of sectors (e.g. renewable energy, carbon capture use and storage, the blue economy and 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2019/1/contents/enacted
https://www.crownestatescotland.com/maps-and-publications/download/454
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sustainable land use) that support a green and sustainable recovery for Scotland and its 
communities.  

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

The low carbon electricity sector in Scotland can effectively contribute to green recovery 
whilst avoiding locking in carbon. We have recently responded to the BEIS consultation 
“Contracts for Difference (CfD): proposed amendments to the scheme 2020”, welcoming the 
proposed changes on how best to support a new generation of low carbon electricity. A more 
inclusive and supportive scheme, encouraging important emerging technologies such as 
floating wind and providing longer-term certainty for the low carbon electricity sector, offers 
significant potential value to Scotland. Crown Estate Scotland are keen to work in partnership 
to ensure that the proposed changes ultimately result in a green recovery.  

Ensuring there is adequate support to help farmers transition to financially viable business 
models while increasingly contributing to climate change mitigation (for example through 
integrated land management and sustainable food production) is also important for a green 
and sustainable recovery. Funding could stimulate increased innovation in the farming and 
sustainable land use sector, as well as promoting biodiversity (e.g. woodland creation) and 
increased protection of Scotland’s natural capital (e.g. through use of the Natural Capital 
Protocol in land-based businesses).  

Our activity in the areas of offshore renewables and sustainable land use aligns with the CCC 
Principle 5 “Ensure the recovery does not ‘lock-in’ greenhouse gas emissions or increased 
climate risk” and is outlined in detail in the ‘General Response’ below. 

General response 

Please see below activities and actions in our 2020-23 Corporate Plan that align with the 
principles for resilient recovery proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change.  

Principle 1: Use climate investments to support the economic recovery and jobs. 

• Crown Estate Scotland has recently launched our Sustainable Communities Fund and 
one of the objectives of the fund is to support local regeneration in coastal areas. 
 

• Supporting the sustainable expansion of Scotland’s blue economy is a strategic 
objective in our Corporate Plan. We want to focus on coastal and island communities 
and explore how our activity in the areas of offshore renewables, aquaculture, and 
coastal infrastructure can deliver tangible benefits (e.g. employment opportunities) to 
these communities.  
 

• Crown Estate Scotland want to ensure our coastal regeneration activity complements 
green recovery effort and can lead to long-term positive social, environmental and 
economic outcomes in coastal and island communities.  
 

• Our Investment Strategy (included in the Corporate Plan 2020 – 2023) outlines other 
development opportunities we are seeking to on the existing Scottish Crown Estate, 
and more widely.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/contracts-for-difference-cfd-proposed-amendments-to-the-scheme-2020
https://www.crownestatescotland.com/media-and-notices/news-media-releases-opinion/new-ps750k-fund-to-support-communities-green-recovery
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• We will work with local authorities and other key partners to identify the types of 
development that can best meet our sustainable development objectives and make a 
positive contribution to economic recovery and jobs.  

Principle 3: Tackle the wider ‘resilience deficit’ on climate change 

• Our first Climate Change Action Plan will be published  later this year, detailing how 
we will address our direct and indirect emissions, as well as looking at what action we 
can take to, for example, influence and change tenant behaviour across the estate to 
reduce their carbon footprint. We want to ensure our Plan aligns with just transition 
principles (as set out in Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 
2019) addresses climate adaptation and includes opportunities for carbon 
sequestration. 

• Crown Estate Scotland are committed to preparing for the key risks associated with 
climate change through producing our Climate Change Action Plan. We will ensure, in 
the short to medium-term, this planning is carried out alongside and aligns with 
necessary COVID-19 response measures.   

• Our Value Project will provide us with a framework to identify different types of value 
(economic, social, environmental and regeneration) currently generated through our 
management of the Scottish Crown Estate and where there is greatest opportunity to 
add value in the future. 

• The Value Project has y also incorporated consideration of climate change allowing 
us to  build-in climate-resilient thinking into our decision making, ensuring assets are 
managed in a way that prepares them for the effects of climate change.     

Principle 4: Embed fairness as a core principle 

• As outlined in our Corporate Plan 2020-23, Crown Estate Scotland are committed to 
contributing to Scotland’s net zero targets in a way that aligns with the just transition 
principles: enabling environmentally and socially sustainable jobs, sectors and 
economies; building on Scotland’s existing workforce strengths; and delivering low 
carbon investment that leads to further fair and high value work for Scotland’s 
communities. 

• Through our activity in offshore wind, local energy systems, carbon capture use and 
storage, development of the blue economy and exploring sustainable land use, we 
can explore the best ways to support economic opportunities across a diverse range 
of employment types and geographic areas. 

• One example of this is our requirement for those applying to secure seabed leases for 
commercial scale offshore wind (through the recently launched ScotWind Leasing 
cycle, see below for more information) to submit a Supply Chain Development 
Statement (SCDS). The SCDS will outline the anticipated level and location of supply 
chain impacts from a proposed offshore wind farm project.  
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Principle 5: Ensure the recovery does not ‘lock-in’ greenhouse gas emissions or increased 
climate risk 

• Crown Estate Scotland activities in offshore wind, local energy systems, carbon 
capture use and storage, development of the blue economy and exploring sustainable 
land use promote low-carbon sectors and avoid ‘locking-in’ carbon emissions in the 
long term. 

• Crown Estate Scotland launched ScotWind Leasing, Scotland’s first offshore wind 
leasing round for a decade, in June 2020.  

• Crown Estate Scotland are committed to developing both existing and emerging 
offshore renewable technology through ScotWind Leasing. Scotland’s deeper waters, 
for example, offer tremendous potential for floating offshore wind development and 
innovation.  

• Crown Estate Scotland commissioned a study, completed by ORE Catapult, to explore 
the potential benefits to the UK economy of floating offshore wind development. This 
study provided insight into how the floating wind industry could be worth a net 
economic benefit of £2 billion per year by 2050; including direct and indirect jobs, build 
a supply chain that could contribute to a large share of the domestic and export floating 
offshore wind market and facilitate a smooth and just transition from other traditional 
energy sectors.  

• There will be a range of associated low-carbon infrastructure development required to 
support increased offshore wind deployment, providing further opportunity for 
economic activity. For example, Crown Estate Scotland, in partnership with Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise and Scottish Enterprise, has commissioned research on the 
port and harbour needs for the next round of offshore wind development. The research 
makes a series of recommendations on operation and maintenance, marshalling and 
assembly, and manufacturing and fabrication infrastructure requirements, on a 
regional basis.  

• Crown Estate Scotland has carried out a range of work looking at the potential of local 
energy systems supported by offshore wave and tidal technologies and the social and 
economic benefits these systems can deliver to coastal and island communities.  

• Our most recent work looking at the benefits of local energy systems shows how they 
can play a role in providing a low carbon option for local energy provision, particularly 
in off grid areas, helping to address issues with fuel poverty.  

• Scotland is uniquely placed to take advantage of the opportunities Carbon Capture 
Use and Storage (CCUS) presents and its ability to contribute to sustainable economic 
growth. Crown Estate Scotland can play a key role in future development of CCUS 
through our role in leasing rights to carbon and gas storage on the seabed out to 200 
nautical miles. 

• Crown Estate Scotland and the Centre for Energy Policy at the University of 
Strathclyde have published research looking at how CCUS could become an 
increasingly valuable part of Scotland’s low carbon economy. The report highlights the 

https://www.crownestatescotland.com/media-and-notices/news-media-releases-opinion/green-light-for-multi-billion-pound-investment-in-scotlands-net-zero-economy
https://www.crownestatescotland.com/maps-and-publications/download/219
https://www.crownestatescotland.com/media-and-notices/news-media-releases-opinion/new-study-highlights-extra-community-benefits-of-local-energy-systems
https://www.crownestatescotland.com/media-and-notices/news-media-releases-opinion/new-research-highlights-job-security-potential-of-carbon-capture-and-storage
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potential of CCUS to help sustain jobs and build supply chain capabilities, helping the 
just transition to a low carbon economy.  

• We will soon publish a study we commissioned the British Geological Survey to carry 
out, looking at Scotland’s offshore geological CO2 storage capacity. The study 
provides a concise summary of storage potential around Scotland using the most 
technically accurate estimates available from existing publications, and the potential 
opportunities that development of this storage creates.  

• Crown Estate Scotland have carried out a range of work on the application of the 
Natural Capital Protocol and how it can inform land management decision making. 
The application of the Protocol in our rural estates has encouraged land managers to 
consider natural capital enhancing and low-carbon alternatives in their business 
decision-making. 

• We continue to support a natural capital-based approach and consider this an effective 
approach to ensuring the management of Crown Estate Scotland’s rural estates can 
contribute to a healthy and resilient economy by protecting Scotland’s stock of natural 
capital at the same time as taking action to achieve net-zero targets. 

• In our Corporate Plan we outline how we intend to promote sustainable use of natural 
resources and position Crown Estate Scotland as a leader in natural capital 
management. Over the next three years we intend to work with agricultural tenants 
and other partners to embed a natural capital approach in business management 
through delivering a programme of support (including workshops and events) at our 
rural estates and complete a natural capital assessment of our key rural assets to 
identify where we need to focus our efforts on improving and protecting the Scottish 
Crown Estate’s natural capital stock. 

We are committed to delivering economic, social and environmental value for Scotland and 
welcome the opportunity for recovery from the impact of COVID-19 to take place in a way 
that can ensure a greener, fairer and more inclusive society in Scotland.  

Through our activities noted above, Crown Estate Scotland have the opportunity to harness 
the Scottish Crown Estate’s natural capital to contribute to net-zero ambitions, enable a just-
transition and contribute to a more robust, more resilient Scottish economy post COVID-19. 

https://www.crownestatescotland.com/media-and-notices/news-media-releases-opinion/dairy-sector-natural-capital-trial-publishes-findings

